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KJ ED J>; B7J;N J>; IF;97R9 CEC;DJ 71A OEKHI ;8 %< 2 97D make it feel surprising. Can you set it up
=BEL;1 "D J>; RHIJ be clarified or strengthened. Continue 1%<;H;DBO IE J>7J J>; ;L;DJI B;7:7D= KF
F7H) E< J>?1 JME F7H] JH79?D= 879AM7H: 1 <EBEM?D=J>; 9>77D E< JE J>7) CEC;DJ 9ED9; 78 W1 7FFHE79>
1;H?;1 OEK B;7HD; : 97K1782J0 788 J>; M70 879A JE J>; 8;="D Can you attack the moment in an un
>EM JE 1J78%%P; D?D= E< OEKH I9H?FJ "<OEK RD: 7D0 M;7A KIK78 M70 80 KI?D= 7D KD;NF;9J; = 1;J)?D=
J>; LA78 ;8;C;DJI EH 8HEA; D B?DAI 7D J>; 9>7?D H;<EH=; EH IEC; KD?GK; 79J?ED EH :=?7BE=K;
E< OEKH I19H; ; DFB70 J>;C Alternatively, if a particular moment
"EM 2 1JC; JE I;;CI ?CFB87KI1788; JE OEKH H;7:;HI >EM
FHE8; OEKH I19H?FJ 4% F g xR LI *ITELT "0(8 0 can you make it feel natural? Can you
DEJ; I <EH EJ>;H C7A; ;L;DJI8;7:?D= KF JE J>; CEC;DJ
8?D=;H?D= FHES8B; ClI » The reader complains of predictability <EH; 1>7-EM 2J1 7FFHE79> EH H; MH2J; 2 IE
+;L7;M L - 879A OEK >7L; H;9;7L; EH - ;987H; 1 1A;F)?79?71C J>7J 2 RII M2J>7D J>; MEHB: E< OEKH IJEHO
<HEC H;7:73 AD= <EH F7JJ;HDI 7 « Statements such as “I saw it coming” CEH; H; 78213797880
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« Confusion about a particular event,
9>E?9; EH CEC;DJ
* Questions beginning with “Who,”
“What,” “Where” or “Why.”
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pairs of events. “Action,” he says “occurs
M>;D IEC;J>?D= >7FF;DIl J>7] C7A;I
or permits something else to happen.”
Action, therefore, is two events, “one
leading to the other.”
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half. Where is the event that leads to the
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and “I felt ahead of the story.” Or the op
posite: “I didn’t believe that,” “It was out
of character,” “It felt out of the blue” or
“Ididn’t buy into it.”

The writer is an acupunctur
?1J M>E Kl ;1 F?’DFE?DJ FH;9?1?ED JE 787=D 7
screenplay’s chi. With each moment of a
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7 8787D9;
The screenwriter’s challenge is to keep
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Inevitable

Surprising
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« Statements of apathy or restlessness.
» Complaints beginning with “I didn’t
care about,” “I was bored by,” “I wasn’t
interested in” or “I found my mind wan
dering during.”
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To pinpoint the root cause, ask the same
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When it comes to malaise, there are
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Once a diagnosis has been made, it’s
up to you to administer the cure and
make your ailing script well again.
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